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writes a chronicler of the war, " travelled the merchant ship
Jaime //carrying Colonel Franco, with the Legion embarked
on the *K! boats. The leader of the Legion studied at close
range the landing beach, but when the vessel approached
the rebel batteries of Morro, it was seen to change its course
hastily, and speed up to escape their volleys, entering the
line of the convoy. The quick manoeuvre and a noticeable
firing distinct from the artillery of the squadron gave
evidence that the rebels were responding to the cannon-
shots." On that trip Franco verified that which he had
studied many times from the air on his many flights over
Alhucemas.
That night the troops kept vigil in the Straits. The sky
was clear and studded with sparkling little lights. There
was a ripple on the water. The boats glided along like mov-
ing shadows in peaceful pleasure. The steep uneven edges
of the African coast gave the appearance of a fantastic
squadron, anchored and immovable.
All of a sudden, on the crests of the distant Riff moun-
tains, the camp-fires blazed forth like red fountains, flaming
trumpets that announced the impending war, and the sky
was resplendent with a fiery bronze hue.
The advance column commanded by Colonel Franco con-
sisted of the following forces: Banners Six and Seven, under
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Liniers, and a group of
Tetuan Regulars under Lieutenant-Colonel Fiscer, mejala
and Regulars from Larache under Major Villalba, and the
expeditionary forces of Major Munoz Grande and those of
Captains Bescansa and Zabalza.
The restless sea had separated the ships of the convoy and
they had to be brought together in formation. This was ac-
complished at eleven o'clock.
With the first light of daybreak there was activity on the
ships, which were teeming with soldiers. The many clouds